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ABSTRACT 

Designed 

assist disabled students 
education, this A fact 

system artel a brief discussion of^the varying roles' and 
responsibilities of thVse who play a 'sighif ifcant part in tlje process 
of * providing aid to disabled students. Topics include the various 
types of financial aid, the technical words and phrases used to 
discuss it/ and the process used in its disbursement. Particular 
attention is given to those expenses which are considered 
disability-related and suggestions are made about ways in which some 
pi those expenses' may be met. There follows a brief description of $ 
the Vocational Rehabilitation Agency, the services it may provide, 
and the interaction between the state Vocational Rehabilitation . 
program and the financial aid office of a post secondary in sti tut ion . 
E^n ally,/ suggestions are of fered about other possibilities tor 
financial assistance. (LH) ^ * 
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FACT SHEET: FINANCIAL AID AND 
DISABLED STUDENTiS 



Education beyond 'high school in the United States 
is optional but has becoirie a necessary investment in 
future employment and life satisfaction for many 
people. Most, however, can't afford this investment 
without dome monetary assistance to meet the cosj 
of postsecondary education. Over the years public 
anpl private sources of money have been developed 
specifically for. education to provide that help. As in- 
creasing, but limited/amounts of money have become 
available, a fairly standardized method of determin- 
ing .eligibility has evolved to promote equitable dis- 
bursement of student financial aid. This process is 
known as the financial aid system. / 

The financial'ald system is based upon a partner- 
ship between the student, parents, postsecondary 
educational institution^ state and federal govern- 
ment and often private], resources. For the disabled 
student the partnership may be extended tq include a 
/Vocational Rehabilitation Agency and the Social 

f ecurity Administration. Such a partnership re- 
uires cooperation of all and an understanding by' 
each of his responsibilities within the financial aid 
process. , . - . . ' « 

Obtaining. financial aid Gan be a complex process. 
Laws are frequently amended and eligibility require- 
ments, policy/ and disbursement- of governmental 
funds cqntinually'change. As the cost of higher edu- 
cation rises, knowledge of . financial aid becomes 
imperative for all involved. This fact sheet aims to ' 
provide an overview of the financial aid system and' 
a brief discussion of the varying roles etnd responsi- 
bilities of those who play a significant part in the 
process of providing aid to disabled students. The 
HEATH/Closer Loo k staff has prepared, it as a 
resource tor the student, parent, and any advisor t 
who may assist-di^abled students regarding finan- 
cial assistance for postsecondary education. . 

The discussion 'below covers the various types of 
financial aid, the technical words and phrases used* 
to discuss it, and the process involved in its disburse- 
, ment Particular attention is given to those expenses 
which are considered disability related and suggest 
tions are made about ways in which some of those 



expenses may be met. There follows a brief descrip- 
tion of Vocational Rehabilitation Agencies, the ser- 
vices that they may provide, and the interaction ' 
between the state VR agency and the Financial Aid 
Office of a postsecondary institution. Finally, sug- 
gestions are offered about other possibilities for 
financial assistance. \. * 

WHAT IS FINANCIAL Alfa? " ' t 9 

Financial Aid is a system of. economic assistance 
to help individuals meet their educational expenses 
when their own resources are not sufficient. A stu- , , 
: dent who believes that his own and family resources ' 
are not adequate to pay for educational and ancillary 
costs should japply for financial aid through the 
Financial Aid Office of the institution he plans to 
attend. ThreeAypes of aid^are available: - _ : 

1. Grants— Gifts and scholarships which do not 

have to be repaid, v . . ' 

2t. Loanb— Money borrowed to cover school 
costs, vyhiclh must be repaid (usually with- 
' ■ interest) over <a specified period of time. 
t 3. Work— Employment which enables a student ' , 
to earn a portion of school costs. 

The Federal Government contributes to all three 
types of student financial aid. They are explainedjri ' 
, ' a booklet called Five Federal" Financial Aid Pro- 
grams. 1981-82: A'Studeiri Consumers Guide, One ; ". 
or more copies of this booklet may be obtained by 
writing:- B.E.O~G., Box 84, Washington, DC 20044 or 
calling (202) 472-5080°or (800) 638-6700. The pro- 
grams described in the booklet include: 

• Pell Grants (formerly known as the BEOG or 
basic Educational Opportunity Grants) 

• Supplemental Educational Opportunity 
. ' Grants (SEOG) jj 

• CoHege Work-Study (CW-S) V ■ 

• .National Direct Student Loans {NDSL) v - : " 

Guaranteed Student Loans (GSLj^^^ 
All of these programs are based upon financial need 
of the student. : * V; -'iL, V:.- 



ERIC 



A project funded by the U.S. Department of Education 



WHAT IS FINANICAL NEED? 

The Financial Need of the student is the difference between the students- 
educational expenses and the amount of mohey the family is expected to con- 
tribute. The formula to determine financial need is the following: 



Expenses 

. $ 

Tuition, fees, books and 
supplies, room* 'board, 
transportation, person- 
al expenses, child care, 
expeosey related to dis- 
ability.* * / 



Family Cqntribution 

Amount family aqd/or 
student is expected to. 
contribute toward cost 
of education (summer 
"savings, contribution 
from income or assets, 
veterans benefits, so- 
cial security benefits, 
welfare, etc.) 
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Financial Need 

May be met by financial 
aid package :'/:. 



*Some expenses may not be considered in the'determiniation of financial need. See subheading/ 
"What expenses arcconsidered disability related?" < 



■ . . • . *> ' . 

WHATTS FAMILY CONTRIBUTION? 

The family contribution is the amount of money 
the family of, a student is expected to contribute 
toward the student's college expenses. Jhe family 
contribution is determined by an assessment of the 
financial situation of the student which takes var- 
ious family configurations and expenses into consid- 
eration. This information is provided by thestudent's 
family on a standardized needs analysis form such 
as Financial. Aid Form (FAF, published by College 
Scholarsllip'Ser vice, Box 2700, Princeton, New Jer- 
sey 08541) or the Family Financial Statement (FFS, 
published by American College Testing, Student 
Need Analysis Service, P.O. Box 1000, Iowa City, 
Iowa 52243). Each institution specifies which formis 
required or may provide its own form. These forms 
are available from high school counselors as well as 
Financial Aid Offices in colleges to which one 
might apply. , 



WHAT IS A FINANCIALvAID PACKAGE? 

°^ The Financial Aid Package is a combination of 
financial aid' resources put together by the college 
Financial Aid administrator>andy(iesigned to meet a 
student's individual financial e need. Two examples of 
providing for a studnnt s unmet need of $^000 are: 

$1501) FELL C.riiol 
1000 GSL . 

500 scholarship from a prh. 



$1600 PELL Graot 
500 SEOft • 
900CW-S OR 

S3000 



"vtfte soun;e n 
S3000- _ . -A 



The amdunt arid types^ of assistance in a package 
depend pri tjie student's need, availability of funds at 
the institution, and funds available outside the insti- 



meet the total 
abled or not. 



may beWfered^wo dfiffer- 
gnt financfial ; ^id packages 
if he applied to twp differ-; 
ent schoofe. It n&y pay to \ 
•shop around, tut the stu- 
dent should look at more 
than the total dollars of- 
fered to him} he should 
look at the COST of at- 
tending each institution. 
It is extremely important 
for the student to examine 
more than the finanical 
aid offered when deter- 
mining the educational in- 
stitution that he plans to 
attend. There is no guar- 
"7" . . antee that any one insti- 
. tution will be able to 

inancial need of a student, dis- 



WHAT EXPENSES ARE CONSIDERED 
DISABILITY RELATED? 

The disabled student is of/en jaced with additional 
expenses not incurred by the hondisabled student. 
These may include:/. 

• special' equipment related to the disability, 
and its maintenance. 

• expenfee^/of services for readers, interpreters', 
notetakers, or personal attendant care. 

• transportation nfecessary to pursue an aca- 
demic program. . ^ .' 

• medical expenses relating directly to the indi- 
vidual's disability that are not covered by 
insurance. 

Students should arrange to provide the Financial 
Aid administrator with documentation of any dis- 
ability-related expense which would be required to 
insure attainment of the student's educational goal 
Depending upon the institution, documentation may 
be simply d written statement of explanation by the 
student or an official statement by a doctor or Voca- 
tional Rehabilitation counselor. To be certain, the 
student should checkjwith the Financial Aid Office. 

S(mie of the special equipment and support ser- 
vices may be already available at the postsepondary 
institution, through public°and private coirnnunlty 
organizations, the state Vocational Rdliabilition 
Agency, or organizations of and for disabled people^ 
The student should.check wRh the Student Services 
Personnel, 504 ^Coordinator, or Disabled Student 
Office -Probably thejmost valuable resource to a nevifr 
student is the network of disabled studepts already 



on campu$. Disabled students who have hid similar 1 
experiences 'and similar needs are Iijkely to have 
practical advise and low cost solutions fo problems 
'.that disabled students frequently mefet^ • 
r Regardless of whether tt|e sttident is able to obtain 
any special equipment or Services through- the instU 
tution or*elsewhere, it is strll .imperative that the 
student let the Financial Aid* officer know of any 
expenses he will need. Such information may be iirj- 
pdrtant in the determination^f the student's finan- 
cial need. 9 
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• Telecommunications, sensory, and othertech- 

lyilogical aifls and devices;, —V * v .: \ 
. • Other £oods and services'; to fender^a handi-^ 

napped individual employable. ,\ * 
The above 'items may be subject, to a test of a 
client's, ability to pay or to the use "of funds ^from 
another social service agency bef,orie a commitment 
of VR funds is made. Students are encouraged to* 
apply for grants and other aids first so that - VR 
monies will be aivailMble for clients with .the most 
servere disabilities^ 



HOW DOES VOCATIONAL REHABILITATION 

FIT INTO THE FINANCIAL AID PROCESS? 

... . . _ ^ 

Assistance to disabled students is often provided 
by state Vocational Rehabilitation Agencies. In some 
states there are two agencies: a. general agency and y 
one for blind persons /only. In Sther states, there is e. 
one agencyno serve all disability populations, in- 
cluding the blind. State Vocational Rehabilitation 
Agency titles vary from state to state, and thus may \ 
be hard to locate in the telephone directory. You may 
-request a State Higher Education Agency list, f or^ 
your state from the HEATH- Resource Center or 
contact a state educatiori ^geney oe Governor's \ 
Committee on Employment oi.<^he Handicapped 
for the telephone' number afacf address of your local 
agency^ . ^ / - ■ , . ' . 

The local Vocational Rehabilitation. Agency Was 
Vocational Rehabilitation counsejors who can help a 
disabled' person determine eligibility for assistance. 
The VR, program , is a(n eligibility, program, rather ^ 
than an entitlement program. To be eligible for ser- J 
vices, a handicapped individual must t\ave a.disabil- 
itV whicll is a substantial handicap to employment 
and 'he mus't have potential ftfr employment as a 
result of rehabilitation services. The primary goal of 
a counselor is to make his client employable; there- 
fore; the counselor may look closely at a student's 
educational plarts in t^rnis of job potential. While . 
initial-counseling and evaluation are open to all, the 
counselor mayWermine that a client is not eligible 
for other, services based on State Agency policjes 
governing economic need,, order of selection, *and 
other policies of the agency. % : ■' ■ * 

Among the services that may be provide^ by Voca- 
tional Rehabilitation Agencies, are (and these may . 
) vary from state to state): - 

• Tuition expenses; . 

• Reader services for ^lind and learning djs- 
' abled persons and interpreter services for deaf 

persons; individually-prescribed aids and de- 
vices, which are authorized in , advance in an 
•? individualized written rehabilitation program 
(IWRP) developed jointly by the client and the 

counselor;" , ' .< 



IS THERE COORDINATION BETWEEN TH6 
VOCATIONAL REHABILITATION AGENCIES .v. u 
AND THE FINANCIAL AID OFFICES? 

Within file last few years most states have .deve- 
loped working agreements between state financial^ 
Aid administrators and Vocational Rehabilitation* 
^ministrators.'TKese agreements, while not legally v 0 
binding, allcrtv for a Coordinated effort in providing.* 
f funds for disabled students.* The agreement, or mem- 3 
orandum of understanding, establishes the process a 
VR agency and po'stseoondary educational institu- 
tion should 'follow ijt determining the aid to be 
granted to the VR client/student.. Through informa- 
tion exchange forms the two offices are kept labreast 
of what the other is doing. The process is. riot a simple 
one; it takes time and a constant determined effort by 
both offices and the student. Often a student's aid 
package is calculated and recalculated according to 
any new information provided by either tiffice v . 

The disabled t student's best bet. in the qu^st for 
linancial assistance is to go as early as possibly to 
'both the VR agency Vhere the student is a client and 
the Financial Aid Office^of the institution that tjie 1 
student plans to attepd so as to be sure to meet any 
deadlines." f foe institution" will determine Jhe stu- 
dent's eligibility Jof student financial assistance and 
offer a "minimum final avyard/' Meanwhile VR wilK 
alVo determine the student's extra needs as related to" 
his handicap and, if possible, award funds. What- 
ever is not covered by-the VR Agency r lanbe>ecalcu- : 
. lated by the institution into the student's expenses 
and, if funds" allow,, the 'student's award may bp 
increased. it should be no^ed that even with excellent 
cooperatioh between the Financial Aid officer and 
'the, Vocational Rehabilitation counselor, there still 
may Be remaining need. * ^ * 

ARE THERE OTHER POSS^LE, SOURCES < 
FOR FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE? | r . 
- State Programs - 

6 Most states now have*some form of student assis- 
lajice. These programs vary by state and so no spe- 
cific reference pan be given. Stydents should contact : 
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their high school counselor or college Financial Aid* - 
administrator for... informal ion on the student finan- 
cial aid pnlsram. The DivisioV/ of Polioy and Pro- # 
grain Development in the Office? of SludonrFipancial . 
Assistance in - the Department of ^Education.; 400 >y 
Maryland,: Ave:, ^.Wi. Washington; DC 20202;;can 
prp vide. the ^tuddnt with a directory*of State grant 
and loan uj*itni:i«.HV v ; * ^ ' * 

Prlvaie^Spholarshlps * ; . > ; . i 

■A f var<ety of unique situations may pake a student 
^lgitle for private scholarships. Such scholarships \ 
mayabe researched fey using the public library-.There 
are' also so very good books" which can.be pur- 
chafed or borrowed containing ^information . and ^ 
iidvice about scholarships- and other financial assis-V 
I" tanceCSee tHe Accompanying fact sheet; "Financial ? 
Aid Resources for College Education." - a \ 
' %o'cai service organizations such as the Lions 
- Clubs or Quota International are often good sources 
Impossible funds, equipment or prvices. r .v 
V It may also be worthwhile for the student to inves- 
tigate any local disability organizations such as the 
tt . National F'ederaticjn of the Blind, United Cerebral 
Palsy Association^ and, Alexander Grahatp Bell Asr 
sociation (to name only "a fe 3 w). 

Supplemental "Security* Income j 
^ Supplemental Mcurit./lncome (SSI) is a Federal j 
program set up to provide financial assistance to the/ 
.^aged^ Blind and disabled who have little or no incomej 
and resources. The amount pf SSI payment is dej 
.,r*>rident upon the income and resources of the clienti. 

flf the stiidentYs under 48. the parent's income and 
"'resources; will be included) The student should He 
aware that work ^tudy' earnings may affect SSI 
benefits. If the. Social Security Mdministr^tton ab- 
; prgvfeVa Plan for Self Support, the studenf vypuld/be 
able - tii'sgt aside income and resources that are being 
used 1 for Velf^suppor 1 (including special serVttef or 
1 eq^i^mentj sp as not to decrease his SSI Benefits. 
Plans jfor 'Self SilppoVt can be 'developed by Voca- 
tional ftehabiHtation- counselors, public or private 
vi; social agencies or groups? anyone assisting the stti- 
( )ent or "tfie sludent "himself. For more jnforrWation 
* ' regiirding^SSI and fhefran'for Self Support contact 
the localfSqcial' Security Administration. 

Social Security DiaabiUty Insurance \ 

The Social Security Disability Insurance (SSDI) 
program allows eligible disabled persons and thein 
eligible dependents to receive monthly casp'benefUs ■ 



• from' Ihjiir Social 1 Security Trust. Fuifd Ibrougliout 
I he pormiJLnf.disahiHtyrin 

^Uidmit v hiive filed for Social Security or\f a parent is. 
(h;i;i!ii.s(!cl the^tudent may qual ify for SSDI. If [the 
student 'has Worked 'himself: he also may file. For. 
rurthorMnfornVilion on the student provisions. jin.d 
oliMibiljty requi^ments of the SSDI program', con- 
tat:! the SociahSecurity Admirtistratmn. 



; what;are some other ? 
information sources? 

Talent Search and Educational ;v/ 
Opportunity Centers 

The' Talent Search and Educational QppSrtiJjnity 
Centers are federally funded/ programs located at 
various sites aprbss4he country— sorpe dre a part of* 
a* post secondary; institution^, and some have been 
established :as part of a private or public ar&ahiza- 
tiori. These programis were set up t o provide counsel- 
ing to disadvantaged and disabled students; One of 
the responsibilities of the program is to help place 
students and SometimesVhelp-to.nejgotiate financial 
assistance With the postspcoqdary. institutioh. For 
*more information on the location of/Talent Search 
•and EdiucationarOfJiJortunity Centers contact Fred 
. -Sedorchuk. Chief Information Systems and Program 
'Support' Brandi/DSS". Department of Education,. 
ROB-3, Rm -3319 C' 7th and D Streets, S.W^ Wash- 
ington, DC 202Q^^?O2^ 245-2424.' 

..'\ ■ ■ V V • v - • '- * — ' 

:' In general, the best resource for all students, in- 
cluding: those with disabilities, is the Financial Aid 
? administrator af the colleges betng considered; The 
Financial Aid administrator has been trained to 
understand and explain to inquirers the complex 
Federahiid programs, in addition, the Financial Aid 
adminftirutor will be familiar with lkal,!state, and 
other private sources of scholarships. A s|udent may 
"shop" Jit several colleges in this manne^. A "smart 
.^hopper" will have , familiarity with financial aid 
r programs tn general sty the- limited lime of the 
Firxancial Aid Officer can be usfed ef^ciently and 
wisely. *T ; \ 
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